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QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY BELFAST STUDENTS’ UNION
MINUTES
Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council 

held on 7 December 2009 in the Club Rooms, Students’ Union

Present:
Nathan Anderson (AH&SS)
William Ashenhurst (E&PS)
Shane Brogan (EMC)

Richard Burns (AH&SS)
Kai Cai (PG)
Aine Ni Cheara (AH&SS)

Patrick Conlan (AH&SS)
Cathy Corbett (E&PS)

Damien Corridan (PG)

Paul Courtney (EMC)

Brian Cox (MH&LS)

Daniel Critchlow (PG)

Derek Crosby (AH&SS)

Ryan Cushley (AH&SS)
Conall Doherty (E&PS)

Jay Downs (AH&SS)

Barry Duffy (EMC)
Joshua Eves (Open First Year)
Jonathan Fitzsimons (Open First Year)

Hugh Gallagher (MH&LS)

Christopher Glass (Open)
Fionnuala Gray (AH&SS)
Peter Gray (AH&SS)

Ryan Hamilton-Bryce (E&PS)
Adam Harbison (PG)

Mark Hassan (E& PS)
Laura Hawthorne (EMC)

Jordan Junge (AH&SS)

Susan Kearney (EMC)

Darren Leckey (Open First Year)

Martin Lilly (AH&SS)

Paul Lilly (EMC)
Geraldine Lynch (MH&LS)

Sinead MacGill (AH&SS)

Michael McAuley (Open)
Jonathan McClelland (PG)
Adam McGibbon (PG)
Gareth McGreevy (EMC)
Colin McManus (E&PS)
James Mills (Open)
Laura Mooney (AH&SS)
Charlotte Moughan (E&PS)

Mark Mulholland (E&PS)

David Murphy (AH&SS)

Vincent Murray (E&PS)
Ryan O’Hagan (Open)

Jason O’Neill (AH&SS)
Anne Pauli (PG)

Alex Redpath (AH&SS, in the Chair)

Graham Scobie (Open)
Sarah Sistern (AH&SS)

Colin Sloan (Open)
Charlene Small (AH&SS)

Mark Wallace (E&PS)
Susan Whitla (AH&SS)

In Attendance:
Neil Cunningham (BMA Intra-Schools Committee)

Conor Daly (The Gown)

Dominic Doherty (Clerk of Council)

Emma Hopkins (BMA Intra-Schools Committee)

Brendan Hughes (The Gown)
Nuala McAdams (The Gown)

Yanti Nizar (International Student Society)

Catherine Wylie (The Gown)

403.
APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from the following Councillors:

Marie-Claire Campbell (Open)

Ronan Doherty (E&PS)

Leigh Ferris (AH&SS)

Fiona Kidd (Open)

Ethan Loughrey (AH&SS)

Rachael McCord (Open)

Niamh McKernan (AH&SS)

Briege Rice (PG)
Caomhan Stewart (E&PS)

404.
MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY MEETING OF 17 NOVEMBER 2009

The Council noted that, within minute 394.1, the Christian Aid Society had erroneously been referred to as the Christian Society.  It was agreed that the minute in question should be amended to reflect this.

Bearing in mind the above amendment, it was agreed that the minutes of the Statutory Meeting of 17 November 2009 (SUC/M/09/06) were a true and accurate record of proceedings.

405.
BUSINESS ARISING

There was none.

406.
COMMUNICATIONS

406.1
The Council noted that the Canoe Club had accepted a voluntary suspension for the remainder of the 2009-10 academic year.  It was agreed that the Union Speaker would act as a ‘back up’ member of the forthcoming appeal hearing into allegations of misconduct relating to this Club. 
406.2
Councillors were asked to contact the Union President if they wished to serve on future appraisal panels for sabbatical officers.
406.3
The Union President reported that it was probable that, following an assessment in November 2009, the Students’ Union would be recommended for a Students’ Union Evaluation Initiative bronze award.  Mr Brogan paid particular tribute to the work of the Clerk of Council with regard to this highly sought recognition.
406.4
It was noted that all Councillors would be issued with new voting cards at the beginning of the Statutory Meeting on 3 February 2010.

407.
BYE-ELECTIONS


There were none.

408.
ELECTIONS


There were none.

409.
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS / RULES AMENDMENTS
409.1
Proposed Recognition of New Clubs and Societies
Council was requested to amend Rule 8 in order to recognise the following proposed clubs and societies:

Queen’s University Belfast Christian Aid Society

Queen’s University Belfast BMA Intra-Schools Committee
Queen’s University Belfast International Student Society

Queen’s University International Business with a Modern Language Society
It was noted that all of the above had provided all of the stipulated documentation, which was available for inspection upon request.

A proposal to defer consideration of the proposed Queen’s University International Business with a Modern Language Society on the grounds that neither the proposer nor the seconder was present was approved.

Recognition of all of the other proposed societies was approved following appropriate discussion and some minor clarifications by the proposers and seconders of these groups.
409.2
Proposed Amendment to Rule 6 Section 1.6 
In the absence of the required number of Councillors to transact this business, a proposal to defer consideration of this matter until the next Statutory Meeting was approved.

409.3
Proposed Amendment to Constitution Chapter 1 Part 12.2.1.e
In the absence of the required number of Councillors to transact this business, a proposal to defer consideration of this matter until the next Statutory Meeting was approved.
410.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The following reports were tabled:


Report of the Union President (SUC/P/09/55)
Report of the Vice President Campaigns and Communications (SUC/P/09/56)

Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/09/57)


Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/09/58)

Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/09/59)


Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/09/60)

Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/09/61)
410.1
The Union President apologised for the late submission of his report (SUC/P/09/55), which was accepted.
410.2
The Vice President Campaigns and Communications apologised for the late submission of his report (SUC/P/09/56), which was accepted.

410.3
The Report of the Vice President Education (SUC/P/09/57) was accepted.

410.4
The Report of the Vice President Welfare (SUC/P/09/58) was accepted.

410.5
The Report of the Vice President Clubs and Societies (SUC/P/09/59) was accepted.

410.6
The Report of the Vice President Community (SUC/P/09/60) was accepted.

410.7
The Report of the Vice President Equality and Diversity (SUC/P/09/61) was accepted.
411.
REPORTS FROM OTHER UNION COMMITTEES AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

411.1
The Report of the Education and Welfare Committee (SUC/P/09/62) was noted.  Adam McGibbon, the Committee Chair, reported that two members of this Committee were deemed to have resigned their positions as a result of non-attendance.
411.2
The Report of the Community, Equality and Diversity Committee (SUC/P/09/63) was noted.  Jay Downs, the Committee Chair, reported that he would be happy to address any issues arising from this Report via email.
411.3
The Report of the Clubs and Societies Committee (SUC/P/09/64) was noted.
412.
REPORTS FROM UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES.

There were none.
413.
CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.


There were none.

414.
QUESTIONS.


There were none.

415.
MOTIONS.

415.1
This Council recognises that the Library is an excellent facility in which to carry out computer-based work.  This Council, however, notes with concern that the Library’s supply of computers does not often meet demand.

This Council therefore mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the provision of additional computers in the Library.


Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)


Seconder: Daniel Critchlow (12054062)
Mr Anderson moved the motion, stating that the lack of PCs was detrimental to the study environment.

Ryan Hamilton-Bryce, speaking on the motion, stated that additional PCs had been installed in Language Laboratory 1, whilst there were also 100-200 workstations in the Elmwood Learning and Teaching Centre.  It was Mr Hamilton-Bryce’s view that adequate provision of this type of equipment was currently in situ.
Shane Brogan, speaking on the motion, reported that the Vice President Education had launched an online library survey on 2 December 2009.  Mr Brogan urged all Councillors to encourage students to respond to this research exercise in order to ensure that future campaigns were aligned to student opinion.
A proposal to proceed to the vote was agreed.  The right to a summary speech was waived by the proposer.  Following a show of voting cards, the motion was passed.

415.2
This Council is aware that, over the past three years, there have been numerous problems with University computer systems.  This Council believes that the problems caused by system failures have been exacerbated by a lack of communication from the University.

This Council is also aware that, during the recent change in username for Queen’s Online (QOL) login, the University failed to provide adequate information to student users.

This Council mandates the Executive Management Committee to campaign for the University to provide adequate and timely information to students, regarding any system failures or planned changes to its computing services.


Proposer: Nathan Anderson (12320072)


Seconder: Mark Ballantine (40000442)
Mr Anderson moved the motion, stating that there had been a number of what he termed as ‘fiascos’ in recent years, characterised by the supply of limited information within unreasonable timescales.


Damien Corridan proposed the removal of the second paragraph of the motion, stating that adequate information was now being provided via QOL and that, in this regard at least, the University was meeting its obligations.  Mr Corridan’s proposed amendment to the motion was not accepted by the Council.
A proposal to proceed to the vote was agreed.  The right to a summary speech was waived by the proposer.  Following a show of voting cards, the motion was passed.

415.3
This Council notes the lateness with which examination timetables are published.  This Council recognises that this delay in the publication of timetables is unfair to all students, as it does not allow adequate time to prepare for the holiday and examination period; whether that is to book flights for holidays or for international students or to begin revision for examinations.

The Council mandates that the Executive Management Committee lobbies the relevant University departments, including the Academic Board and the Directorate of Academic and Student Affairs, to publish examination timetables no later than Week Five in the semester.  Timetables for resit examinations should also be published immediately after the previous examination results are announced.


Proposer: Jordan Junge (40000288)


Seconder: Richard Burns (40001618)
Ms Junge moved the motion, stating that the late publication of examination timetables created problems for all students and, in particular, for international students who could not avail of early flight price discounts until they knew their study commitments.  She further stated that she had spoken to the Director of Education in the School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy regarding this matter.
Peter Gray, speaking for the motion, stated that the University should deliver on commitments previously made to the Executive Management Committee regarding the prompt publication of examination timetables.
A proposal to proceed to the vote was agreed.  The right to a summary speech was waived by the proposer.  Following a show of voting cards, the motion was passed.
416.
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS


None was considered.

417.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Mr Redpath announced that the next Statutory Meeting of the Students’ Union Council would take place at 6.00 p.m. on Wednesday 3 February 2010 in The Space, 1st Floor, Students’ Union.

DOMINIC DOHERTY 
(Clerk to Students’ Union Council)  
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